A BRIEF REPORT ON ATTENDING THE WEST AFRICAN POST-GRADUATE COLLEGE OF NURSING &
MIDWIFERY (WAPCNM) 17™ BIENNIAL GENERAL MEETING, 26™ SCIENTIFIC SESSION AND 42"
COUNCIL MEETING

VENUE: PARADISE SUIT, BANJUL THE GAMBIA
DATE: 13™-20™ OF MAY 2023

THEME: Investing in the Nursing and Midwifery Workforce for attainment of Universal Health
Coverage in the sub-region

SUB-THEMES:

e Nursing and Midwifery education and practice for the attainment of Universal Health

Coverage

Regulation of Nursing and Midwifery in the sub-region

e Nursing and Midwifery informatics and ICT education for quality care

e Nursing and Midwifery Leadership and involvement in policy development for the attainment
of UHC

e Nursing and Midwifery staff preparedness for challenging and difficult situation (Climate
change, migration, pandemic, political insecurity), etc.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CONFERENCE

e Promote excellence in Nursing education-basic and post basic level and maintain the standard
of nursing within the sub-region

e Formulate and support nursing educational programmes

e Contribute to the improvement of health care within the West African sub-region

e Plan and implement continuing education for nursing personnel

e Promote and encourage research in the field of nursing

Senior Matron Fatmata Kanja Jalloh and Senior Nursing
Officer Rhoda Ugbala (pictured left) attended the conference
with the kind support of the anonymous donation that was
made via the King’s College Hospital Nurses’ League (KCHNL).

The conference was well attended by colleagues and
representatives from the seven (7) member Countries across
the sub-regions: Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia, Senegal, Benin,
Cameroon, Sierra Leone and of course Gambia the host
Country. Many people of a high calibre including dignitaries
attended the conference including the board members of the
West African Postgraduate College of Nurses and Midwives
(WAPCNM), Fellows of the WAPCNM, all Nurses and
Midwives, Observers (non fellows), Fellowship Students, Sister
Colleges, student nurses and other interested members of the

public were also in attendance.

The conference was also graced by the Gambia Honourable Minister of Health Dr Ahmadou Lamin
Samateh, Fellow of the West African College of Surgeons (FWACS) who spoke on how nurses are being
involved in decision making at the State and Ministry of Health level as part of the stakeholders. He
also spoke about how nurses are being given scholarship opportunities to specialize in their areas of
interest as a motivation. It was pleasing to see him speak about how appreciative he was of nurses



and the mentorship he had received from them as a junior house officer. He said it was a nurse who
first held his hand and taught him how to suture.

The conference lasted for seven days and below are the
overview of the days and programme events:

Day 1- Friday 12t" May 2023
Arrival of Council members

Day 2 -Saturday 13 May 2023
Registration
Council Meeting

Day 3- Sunday 14 May 2023
Arrival of delegates and registration
Church Service

Council Meeting
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Honourable Minister of Health Dr
Ahmadou Lamin Samateh

Day 4-Monday 15™" May 2023

This was the official opening day.

The programme started with registration followed
by opening prayers. It continued with the welcome
address from the Gambia Chapter Chairman Mr.
Alikali Jabby. Introduction of dignitaries was done
after which Jhpiego presentation was followed by
West African College of Nurses (WACN) president’s
speech and programme overview.

Gambian presentation

First presenter Olabisi presented on African Forum For Research and Education in Health which
centres on research done and published. She advised colleague nurses to embark on research in our
different hospitals either as an individual or in groups or as an organisation focusing more on
educational research.

Day 5 -16% May Tuesday 2023

This day’s event started with opening prayers
Christian/Muslim. It was followed by the national
anthem/nurses anthem.

& The keynote speech for the conference was given by
WACNM president madam Marion Subah from Liberia
preceded by the Gambia chapter chair Mr Alikali
Jabbie’s welcome address.

Jhpiego presenting on the importance of nurses and midwives



There were presentations of the various Faculties by the Faculty chairs followed by induction
ceremony of newly qualified fellows and award of honorary fellowship. Afterwards there were
nominations for the new executives followed by Biennial General Meeting 1 after which the day was

ended by Faculty meetings and elections.

Day 6 — Wednesday 17th May 2023

This day started with opening prayers/courtesies, group /

pictures and registration.

There were presentations from different Countries allocated by
the WAPCNM to each according to the Conference theme and
Sierra Leone Chapter (pictured right) presented on Gender

Inequality in Nursing.

There were (ten) 10 more presentations of abstracts from
different Countries across the sub-regions which includes the

following:

Effects of spousal participation in Maternity care on Women'’s

access to skilled care and birth outcome.

———

Knowledge & implementation of Cauti-bundles in Patient’s care among nurses in a Nigerian Tertiary

Health Facility.

Burden on caregivers of Schizophrenic patients at Polyclinic out-patient Psychiatric Dept Edward &
Francis Small Teaching Hospital, the Gambia.
Awareness of birth companionship among pregnant women attending State Specialist Hospital
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Oshogbo Nigeria and others.

Sierra Leonean delegates

Day 7-Thursday 18t May 2023

This day started with opening courtesies followed by
reading of reports, chapter meeting, communique and
Resolutions Presentation

Council meetings (outgoing and in-coming councils), final
BGM for the year 2023 and last day of conference, free
time for possible site visit/tours.

The conference was climaxed with the installation of
WAPCNM new president and a mind-blowing banquet at
night at the Gambian American International University
West African which was a very good time for interaction
and socializing with other colleagues/delegates across
the sub-region.

In conclusion, the conference was very impactful more especially as every area or aspect of Nursing
practice as the presentations and discussions covered all aspects like education, quality patient care,
evidenced-based practice, Research, and lots more.



We were also able to create more linkages and network with the sub-regions in order to widen our
scope in Nursing education and Research.

Notably, we the University Of Sierra Leone Teaching Hospital Complex, Connaught Hospital delegates,
are so grateful and appreciative to our sponsors for giving us this golden opportunity, to attend the
conference which has enabled us interact and learn from our colleagues of all cadres from different
countries across the sub-region more especially senior colleagues from different countries that
specialized in education, programme managers working with INGOs/NGOs, Researchers and other
specialty areas which has widened our knowledge in different areas of nursing practice. We will ever
remain grateful to you all.
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Pictures of Senior Matron Jalloh and
Senior Nursing Officer Rhoda with
Matron Yama, representing Sierra Leone




